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and health. Symptoms of phthisis, however, soon developed themselves, and 
when last visited by us in February, 1843, he was in the last stage of that disease, 
and died soon after.” 

Prof. B. states, in the region where he resides, amputation is sometimes culpably 
resorted to in scrofulous diseases of the larger articulation, even before suppura¬ 
tion or any alarming symptoms have taken place, and he relates the following 
example. 

“December 6, 1845, we were requested to visit W. M., a young man of about 
20 years of age, residing 23 miles south from this place, for the purpose of am¬ 
putating his thigh. We visited him in company with our colleague, Prof. Herrick, 
and found him in the following state: the right knee was somewhat swollen, red, 
tender, and painful, without any sign of suppuration. 

“ Slight irritation of the general system, but no chills, sweats, or diarrhoea. The 
disease had existed for several years, but so slightly as to allow him to follow some 
useful employment, and had recently become aggravated while he was under¬ 
going a course of active medication. Of course we declined performing amputa¬ 
tion, and advising gentle alteratives, evaporating lotions to the part, with anodynes 
if the pain was severe, encouraged him to hope that by perseverance, he would 
preserve not only his life, but a useful limb. 

Soon after we learned that amputation had been performed.” 

Case of Vicarious Menstruation from an Ulcer on ike right Mamma. By E. C. 
Baker, M. D., of Abbeville. ( Southern Journ. of Med. and Pharm., March, 1847.) 
—The subject of this case was a girl about 20 years of age, tvho had been suffer¬ 
ing for a length of time from an affection of the breast supposed to be cancer, and 
which had resisted all the popular remedies for the cure of that disease. The 
patient was anemic and chlorotic when seen by Dr. B., and presented the usual 
symptoms attendant on those conditions. She was emaciated, had beating of the 
carotids, skin pale-yellowish, with faint tinge of green,.dark areolae under the 
eyes, the latter wanting lustre, lips bloodless; easily fatigued on slight exertion, 
shortness of breath, suffers from “ giddiness of head,” “ much more at times than 
at others,” seldom free from it for the last six months, sometimes amounting to 
total blindness, which lasts for a few minutes; bowels habitually constipated, 
feces indurated, ash-coloured, appetite irregular, indigestion, tongue slimy, moist, 
foul, covered with a thick yellowish-coloured fur; frequently throws up her food 
soon after eating. Had never menstruated regularly or freely, and for the last six 
months, nothing but a thin, pale-yellowish glairy discharge took place at each 
monthly period, sometimes slightly coloured with blood, and this discharge now, 
in smaller quantities than formerly. On exposing the right mamma, p r. B. found 
it much more perfectly developed than could have been expected from her gene¬ 
ral appearance. The breast was somewhat flaccid, the nipple prominent, the 
superficial veins running to the nipple larger and more tortuous than natural; the 
whole having the appearance of a mother’s breast, from which the milk had just 
been drawn. She said it was larger “ at times” than at present, aud it was always 
larger than the opposite mamma, which Dr. B. was not permitted to examine. About 
i of an inch fromfhe outer edge of the areola, (which was large and well defined,) 
and immediately under the nipple, was an ulcer with slightly elevated edges, 
measuring across the base 1} inches, with an opening in the centre f of an inch 
in diameter, at this time covered with a thin scab, which on being removed, and 
a gentle pressure applied around the base of the ulcer, a few drops of thick muco¬ 
purulent matter were discharged, not very offensive to the smell. The ulcer ap¬ 
peared tq.be of an indolent fistulous nature, not painful to the touch, edges callous, 
the breast feeling as though a tumour, the size of a hen’s egg, occupied the sub¬ 
stance of the gland, directly behind the nipple : the tumour was slightly movable. 
On introducing the probe it passed upwards and backwards 2f inches, terminating 
in a cul-de-sac. From the mother’s description of the “ cancer,” Dr. B. expected 
to see a bad sore, but he saw no marks about the ulcer indicative of malignancy; 
the axillary glands were not enlarged or painful, although she suffered pain there 
when she used her right arm much; the family had not been subject to any scro¬ 
fulous affections. The mother stated that about every month the breast enlarg ed, the 
uker inflamed , and a discharge of sanious purulent matter took place, which lasted 
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for a few days, and then “dried up;” that at first, the sore discharged but little, 
and that at irregular periods. At these times she suffered most from giddiness, 
severe pains in the lower portions of her abdomen, and sickness of stomach. 
Miss H. states, that about four years ago, in stooping over some bushes to take an 
egg from a hen’s nest, she struck the point of a leaf of the palmetto royal into her 
breast; the point, which is very sharp and brittle, broke off; that she supposed 
she had extracted the whole of it, but the place inflamed and continued sore for 
more than a month, when it suppurated and another piece of the palmetto point 
was discharged; that the sore had never since been healed completely, but was 
getting “ better and worse,” ever since, at first discharging a little “ thin blood” 
at irregular periods, but for the last year, every “four or jive weeks it became 
very painful, preventing the use of her right arm and discharging a thick purulent 
matter in considerable quantities. At these times she also suffered from sick 
stomach, giddiness, and severe pain in the lower portion of her abdomen. She 
believed it to be getting worse every month: the last time it “ inflamed,” she had 
some calomel blown into it, which “dried it up,” but produced such alarming 
symptoms, as giddiness, loss of sight, “cramp in the bowels” and vomiting, that 
she consented to have Dr. B. called in. The mother remembered that the injury 
was received about the time the menses were making their appearance, at the age 
of 14 or 15, that her daughterthen became “irregular,” and for the last two years, 
since the breast began to “ run freely,” had had little or no discharge from the 
uterus, and when any, a mere “ show” of a little thin whitish fluid, small in 
quantity. From this history and the symptoms, Dr. B. regarded it as a case of 
vicarious menstruation, the ulcer was of a fistulous nature, with a false secreting sur¬ 
face, internally. He directed the ulcer to be injected twice a day with tepid 
water, using castile soap, simply to free it from any irritating matter; a dressing 
of cerate to be applied externally, and over all, several “ bats of cotton” to protect 
it from any friction; to remove everything like “ stay lace” or tight-bodied dresses, 
and to substitute a loose gown; riot "to sew any heavy cloth, to take free exercise 
in the open air. Her liver being considerably enlarged and slightly painful on 
pressure, (having suffered from intermittent fever,) ordered R.—Hyd. sub. mur. 
grs. xji; comp. ext. colocynth grs. vj; soap grs. vjii, to be divided into twelve pills, 
three to be taken at bed time, and repeated the next morning every second day, 
until the evacuations assume a more healthy colour. Also, croton oil x gt., olive 
oil c gt., to be rubbed in over the region of the liver every night, until a full crop 
of pustules be produced, and this kept up. Dr. B. requested them, when the ulcer 
began to “ inflame” again, to send for him. 

Feb. 25. Improved in general appearance, skin more clear, bowels more regu¬ 
lar, faeces at first black, now light brown, appetite somewhat better, liver still pain¬ 
ful; continue croton oil, discontinue calomel pills; and as there is still a tendency 
to constipation, unless recourse was had to medicine, substituted for the cal. and 
colo. R. aloes grs. xx; rhei. pulv. grs. xv; gum guaiac. op. xv grs. ; gum myrrh, 
xx; caryoph. x grs.; syr. q. s,, to be divided into nine pills. Dose, three night 
and morning, to be increased if necessary. Friction to the spine, and generous 
diet allowed. 

March 7th. General health much improved, no alteration in the condition of the 
ulcer or breast, except that it is more comfortable; less soreness over the liver; 
discontinue croton oil; constipation returned when pills were discontinued; be¬ 
lieved the pills “ were curing her :” ordered in conjunction with the pills, syrup 
ferri. iodid. xji m., to be taken daily, increasing the dose gradually. 

March 17th. Breast much enlarged, whole mamma assuming a different aspect. 
Ulcer much inflamed and painful; veins corded and deeper coloured, the ulcer 
discharging a sanious yellowish matter freely, but without much smell; the in¬ 
jection to be discontinued until the discharge should subside. Ordered warm hip 
baths and stimulating pediluvia, and this to be repeated at the approach of each 
periodical discharge, and friction to the low'er portion of the spine to be persevered 
in. Continue the aloetic pills as before, and take syrup iodide of iron. This 
treatment was continued with little variation, for six months, with increasing bene¬ 
fit; her general health improving, and the monthly discharge from the uterus 
aradually increasing in quantity and becoming more natural in quality : that from 
the ulcer diminishing in proportion. At the end of this time, Dr. B. deemed it 
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prudent to attempt to heal the fistulous ulcer. R.—Iodin. grs. iij; sodii. chlorid. 
xji; solve in aqua dest. oj, to be injected twice per day, after cleansing out the 
ulcer with Castile soap and warm water; a compress and bandage was now used 
to bring the adjacent walls of the ulcer in contact, and a strong solution of iodine 
in alcohol* was also applied to the whole external surface of the mamma. The 
induration within the gland gradually disappeared and the ulcer closed up in about 
six weeks more. The patient at the end of this time was quite restored to health, 
and the uterus had resumed its natural functions. 

Singular case of laceration of the Broad Ligaments. By Geo. T. Allen, M. D., of 
Marine, Madison Co., Ill. ( Missouri Med. and Surg. Joum., Dec. 1846.)—The 
subject of this case was a married woman, 27 years of age, weighing about 125 
pounds, who, while arranging a window curtain, Oct. 17, 1843, fell a distance of 
about four feet astride the top of a chair. The immediate effects of the fall were 
a slight gush of blood from the vagina, and an inclination to faint which continued 
for several hours; after its subsidence, she seemed as well as usual, with the ex¬ 
ception of pain in the soft parts that had been bruised: these were so much hurt as to 
prevent any other than a superficial examination, and to induce a full belief that 
the only injury was external. The patient sat up the greater part of the two days 
succeeding the accident, without any other unpleasant feeling than that from the 
outward injury. “ While at the tea table, on the everting of the third day, violent 
palpitations of the heart commenced; she became faint, and, although immedi¬ 
ately placed in the recumbent position, remained so, much of the time for about 
six hours; her toes—to use her own words—seemed to die, and this semblance 
of death extended, gradually, in a wave two inches wide, from her toes to her 
feet, ankles, legs, knees, thighs, and body, and in same manner, from her fingers, 
and her body to her neck, brain, and thence off at the sinciput; occupying, per¬ 
haps, five minutes in its transit; immediately returning in the toes, and passing 
off as before: thus continuing for the space of six hours, succeeded by an interval 
of six hours, and alternating several consecutive days; each succeeding attack 
being milder than the preceding, until they ceased to manifest any periodicity, 
but returned occasionally, during the first year. She felt at times, as if her skin 
were a bag, filled almost to bursting with animalculse. Another feeling which 
persisted through the early part of her illness, (three or four months,) was a sen¬ 
sation in the stomach similar to that we might expect a patient to suffer if that 
organ were pounded: this prevented her from laying on either side while it con¬ 
tinued, and was succeeded by an aching and burning in the lumbar region, and 
severe pain in the os coccygis. The spine became stiff; she could bend it laterally 
and anteriorly, but not posteriorly, in the slightest degree : some firm substance 
seemed to cover its anterior surface, in the lumbar region : this feeling continued 
until relieved by death, and prevented her from resting supinely a moment. At 
times she suffered much from numbness in her left leg: prolapsus uteri; nervous 
irritability of her womb; uneasiness and pain in loins—which last symptom com¬ 
menced two months after her fall, and ended with her life; an unpleasant burning, 
nervous sensation in the brain; slight derangement of the digestive powers; he¬ 
patic torpidity, with proportionate costiveness; acidity of the stomach; flatulency, 
and disturbed sleep. A moderate leucorrhceal discharge was ever present, and 
prominent symptoms of tympanitis uteri troubled the patient, from October, 1844, 
until she became enciente, in Sept. 1845, and returned, after parturition, in June, 
1846. She suffered much from pain in vagina; this organ was diminished in 
capacity, from swelling of its parietes, and this state, with enlargement of the 
adjacent parts, prevented the prolapsus uteri from being as prominent as it other¬ 
wise would have been. During the period of utero-gestation, she suffered less 
than before its commencement, and quite as little in parturition, as with either of 
the three children she had given birth to before the injury. Her fourth child 
weighed eight pounds and two ounces, and was perfectly formed. She seemed 
as well after confinement, as before gestation, until August 22d, 1846. when a 

* This Dr. B. has found in many instances to produce a most happy effect upon 
enlarged and inflamed blood-vessels, appearing to restore their tone, and enable them 
to contract. 



